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become Mrs. Todd Boller of Norton, Kansas. My eighteen
year-old daughter and | moved to Norton from The Wood-
lands, Texas in June and are loving our new home and the
people of Norton. My daughter Allie will be a freshman at Fort
Hays State in August and | have a twenty-one year-old son
who is in the TACP unit of the Air Force, presently serving in
Northern Afghanistan. | am enjoying my new
position as the Sub-Regional Director in-training
of the Talking Books Program here in Norton. |

? | ( (p Hi, my name is Mary Petteys and on July 7" | will officially

: S : have my Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Edu-
ASSISte.mt erector ._George SN cation from Plattsburgh State and received my
BPH Librarian : Clarice Howard MLS from Sam Houston State University in
Business/Acquisitions  : Valerie Elliott | ,ysville, TX. It is a pleasure and an honor to
Collection Development/ILL : Linda Keith e 4 part of this extraordinary team. | hope to
ILL/Rotation/MAB : Patricia Hammond meet all of you in the near future.

God Bless,
~Mary

NWKLS MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Northwest Kansas Library System is to provide service where it exists in the participating counties and to provide library service where is does not exist.

NWKLS VISION STATEMENT

The Northwest Kansas Library System will lead the quest for information sharing through innovative services and technology for member libraries.
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Happy Retirement Clarice

On October 15, 1983, | began a journey. This journey is now
ending, and another journey is beginning. | think of the count-
less people who have come with me on my journey, and | am
overwhelmed. Each one has influenced my life in unexpected
ways. My coworkers have been allies and friends in both happi-
ness and sorrow. Librarians all over western Kansas have
served as resources and friends. With Talking Book patrons |
have both laughed and cried, sometimes over personal circum-
stances, sometimes over books. To all of you, | say, "Thank
You!” You are a part of me forever.

My new journey begins on July 15, 2010. NWKLS service cen-
ter will no longer be a daily destination. Instead, my travels will
be in and around Omaha, NE, to and from San Francisco, and
to and from Baltimore. The journey will start with an overdue
two week visit with grandkids coming here from Baltimore, and
including a 45™ anniversary celebration with our children and
other relatives. Soon after, we hope to journey to Ft. Wayne, IN
for a visit as well as Detroit, MI—former homes. Other plans
are indefinite. This fall we hope to sell our home here and move
to the Omaha area so that we do not have to travel so far to
attend events of the Omaha grandkids. Wherever we are, we
take you with us in spirit! God bless all of you until we meet
again!

Clarice Howard

Director’s Corner

The State Library of Kansas Board reviewed the State Library/Regional Library System Shared Goals 2009-2010 in the June
meeting. Preparing the executive report for that group provided the opportunity to look back on 2009 and evaluate the
NWKLS response to the shared goals.

The commitment and advanced viewpoint of libraries in northwest Kansas is to be lauded. Following the 2010 round of
LSTA grants, NWKLS will have sixteen of the nineteen tax-supported public libraries automated with a web-based system
allowing computers to “talk” to each other across the state. One more public library plans to automate in 2011, bringing the
number to seventeen. How’s that for small rural northwest Kansas?

Continuing education is an ongoing priority for NWKLS. Over 200 participants attended ten formal workshops and many
more utilized online sessions to improve library skills. NWKLS also provides many hours of one-on-one consultation on
library issues. The ultimate winners with well-trained librarians and library staff are the citizens of northwest Kansas. Isn’t
this a sign of the librarian’s dedication to improve their own knowledge and skills, plus a direct indication of the quality of the
local library!

Public library trustees are also committed to becoming better board members. Each public library board is utilizing a variety
of methods to learn more about libraries and how to effectively manage the activities of a qualified board. It is impressive for
public library trustees to willingly educate themselves for their volunteer positions!

The library courier, Kansas Library Express, has been a great success across the state. NWKLS has been a strong partici-
pant in the courier, surpassing the goal of a minimum of one library in each county. Sixteen libraries, including Norton Cor-
rectional Facility, have been members of the courier in 2009-2010. Also included are fourteen schools and libraries sharing
local Kansas Library Express courier drops. Northwest Kansas libraries are willing to do what's necessary to provide the re-
sources library patrons need locally and statewide!

We should all be very proud of NWKLS libraries, librarians and library staff! Great job northwest Kansas—working together
makes us all stronger!
—Leslie Bell
Director
NWKLS
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The State Library of Kansas and the Kansas Center for the Book proudly
announces Up, Down and Around by Katherine Ayres as the selection for
the Sixth Annual Kansas Reads to Preschoolers Week. Kansas First Lady
Stacy Parkinson will serve as honorary chair for the special week, Nov. 14-
20, 2010.

“Reading to our children is a great way to spur their imagination and help
establish a life-long love of learning,” said First Lady Parkinson. “I am hon-
ored to serve as the chair of this effort, and | encourage every adult to take
time to read to a child.”

State Librarian Jo Budler explained, “a child develops language skills be-
fore he or she is able to speak, and they develop literary skills long before
they can begin to read. So much learning capacity occurs in a child’s first
three years that it is imperative that we read to every baby, toddler, and
preschooler.”

The 2010 Kansas Reads to Preschoolers Week will focus on food, nutrition
and where our food comes from, which is why Up, Down and Around is the
statewide book selection.

Local libraries play a big role in early childhood reading and are instrumen-
tal to the success of Kansas Reads to Preschoolers. Libraries all over the
state will plan special displays of food and nutrition-related books, schedule
activities, organize pre-school story hours, and invite participation by vari-
ous food and nutrition professionals.

It's estimated that during the Kansas Reads to Preschoolers Week, more than 20,000 Kansas preschoolers will be read to by

parents, grandparents, children’s librarians, mayors, elected officials, middle and high school students and many, many oth-
ers.

More information on the program, including ideas for activities and crafts for teachers, parents, and caregivers are being de-
veloped for the website: http://www.kcfb.info. More information about the book and author can be found at: http://
www.katherineayres.com/updown.html

The Kansas Center for the Book is a state affiliate of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress. As a program of the
State Library of Kansas since 2005, the Center’s role is to promote Kansas books, authors, libraries, booksellers, publishers,
and the book community, and to foster awareness of literacy and the literary heritage of the state. For more information, visit
our website: http://www.kcfb.info.

—Janie Rutherford
Communications Coordinator
State Library of Kansas

Now that we have confirmation regarding 2011 legislative funding we wanted to provide an update regarding state aid fund-
ing for public libraries. We wish we had better news, but state aid to public libraries has been reduced again this
year. When compared to FY2010, state aid for FY2011 is down 10.32%

State aid funding for FY2010............... $1,957,476
State aid funding for FY2011............... $1,755,428

As public libraries begin to budget for 2011 they should anticipate state aid funding that is approxi-
mately 10.3% less than what they received this year.
—NMarc Galbraith
Deputy State Librarian
State Library of Kansas
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The State Library of Kansas is announcing some changes to our statewide database package beginning August 1,
2010. The new focus of products available to everyone in the state, from preschool to seniors, allows us to expand our offer-
ings in some needed areas.

Products to be added include:

From Gale Cengage Learning From Learning Express Library
Student Resource Center Gold - Job & Career Accelerator
DISCovering Collection . Learning Centers — 4™ grade through College
Junior Reference Collection - Microsoft, Adobe, Corel and Windows/ Mac online
Student Edition classes
Junior Edition - Occupation practice tests — air traffic controller to teacher
Kids InfoBits

History Resource Center — U.S.
History Resource Center — World
Books & Authors

No changes are planned to the current ProQuest products (Heritage Quest and Nursing / Allied Health Journals). The cur-
rent Gale package which includes Chilton’s Auto Repair, Literature Resource Center, and OneFiles will remain. WorldBook
Encyclopedia will continue as part of the statewide package.

As of July 31, our contracts with OCLC for WorldCat and the Ebsco products will end. These include Searchasaurus, Kid
Search, TopicSearch, Student Research Center, ERIC, Professional Development Collection, Newspaper Source, and Nov-
elist.

We are currently planning statewide training on the new products for this fall. Watch for more information via the listservs,
SLK News, and regional systems.
—Patti Butcher, Director
State Library of Kansas
Statewide Resource Sharing

Fall 2010 SnapShot Day

Have you set your date yet for SnapShot Day: Fall 2010?

The Kansas Library Association, the Kansas Association of School Libraries, and the State

Library of Kansas are joining forces to plan SnapShot: A Day in the Life of Kansas Libraries
during the week of November 14-20. Have you penciled in your date on the Library’s calen-
dar?

SnapShot is an American Library Association-sponsored event with a focus on collecting
data on your library’s use. Simple collection of how many visits, how many items circulated,
and comments from patrons, are all based on one day in your library. It's easy, the day can
be any day, between November 14 and 20. Libraries will report their numbers to us and
we’ll compile for use with legislators, county commissions, city councils and other stakeholders. It's a way to remind govern-
mental bodies of how important the library is to their community.

Many of you participated this spring; we thank you. Now you're probably asking why we’re doing it again in the fall? We're
doing it again in the fall to gather even more data that we can all use to advocate on behalf of Kansas libraries.

We want to give libraries and librarians plenty of time to plan for the fall event by scheduling special programs or other library
activities. You'll note that this also happens to be Kansas Reads to Preschoolers Week, which will coincide with many chil-
dren’s programs that may already be planned.
—Janie Rutherford
Communications Coordinator
State Library of Kansas
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i For any question, concerns, or registrations contact George Seamon, Assistant Director, at 785-877-5148 or email
'nwkls@ruraltel.net. Librarians can also register at http://www.nwkls.org.
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Join us in Denver, Colorado October 14-16 for the 2010 ARSL-ABOS Joint Confer-

ence. (Pre-Conferences begin on October 13, 2010) The theme for this conference is
“Magic in the Mile High City” and conference planners are working hard to make this confer-
ence full of magic. Our scheduled speakers include Dr. Loriene Roy, past president of ALA
and Pat Wagner, an educator, trainer, writer and consultant from Pattern Research Inc.

Designed for directors, staff and trustees of small libraries, bookmobiles and outreach staff,
this conference gets right to the nuts and bolts of “how to.” Conference attendees will find
information that is helpful, practical and relevant.

Early Bird Registration by August 29" is $200 for ARSL-ABOS members and $250 for non-
members. (Pre-conferences are an additional fee.) The price of registration includes a
'‘Welcome Mixer' on Wednesday evening, a full breakfast on Thursday and Friday, a light
breakfast on Saturday, a potato & salad bar buffet lunch on Saturday, beverage breaks each
morning, and a snack break on Thursday and Friday afternoons. Also included is some of
the best programming for small and rural libraries anywhere! For more information on
ARSL, the Conference, and lodging, visit http://www.bcr.org/ARSL/index.html.

NEKLS/SEKLS is once again arranging bus transportation to and from the conference. The
bus will leave Tuesday, Oct. 12th and return early in the morning on Sunday, Oct. 17th. The
bus will stop at certain points along I-70 and pick up librarians from all across the state. The
networking is wonderful — and someone else is in charge of the driving! Please visit the
Kansas Regional Library System website, http://systems.mykansaslibrary.org/, click on
“Event Registration’ on the right menu bar, and then let us know if you plan on joining us.
We won’'t know the exact cost until we have an idea of how many will be going. Pricing will
be established closer to the conference. Bus capacity is 55, and if 45 or more register, the
cost will be $100 or less! If you have any questions, please feel free to contact George
Seamon at 800-432-2858 or nwkils@ruraltel.net.

Adapted from flyer created by Sara McFarland, Consultant, Southwest Kansas Library System
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NWKLS CALENDAR

July September
5 NWKLS OFFICE CLOSED—Independence Day 6 NWKLS OFFICE CLOSED—Labor Day
6 ROTATION 7 ROTATION
Rexford 8:30 AM Rexford 8:30 AM
Colby 9:30 AM Colby 9:30 AM
Davis 11:00 AM Davis 11:00 AM
Brewster 11:45 AM Brewster 11:45 AM
Goodland 1:30 (12:30 MDT) NWKTC 1:00 (12:00 MDT)
13 ROTATION Goodland 1:30 (12:30 MDT)
Oakley 9:30 AM 8 NWKLS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Wallace 11:15 AM Colby 3:00 PM
Weskan 11:45 (10:45 MDT) 14 ROTATION
Sharon Springs 12:15 (11:15 MDT) Oakley 9:30 AM
Winona 1:45 PM Wallace 11:15 AM
14 NWKLS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Weskan 11:45 (10:45 MDT)
Colby 3:00 PM Sharon Springs 12:15 (11:15 MDT)
20 ROTATION Winona 1:45 PM
Oberlin 8:45 AM 16 HEALTHY KIDS CHALLENGE WORKSHOP
Bird City 11:15 AM Jay Johnson Public Library 9:30 AM
St. Francis 12:45 PM 21 ROTATION
21 ROTATION Oberlin 8:45 AM
Norton 8:00 AM Bird City 11:15 AM
St. Francis 12:45 PM
22 ROTATION
Norton 8:00 AM
August
2 ROTATION
Lenora 8:30 AM
Selden 10:00 AM
Jennings 11:45 AM
Clayton 1:15 PM
Norcatur 2:00 PM
10 ROTATION
WaKeeney 9:15 AM
Quinter 11:00 AM
Collyer 12:30 PM
Almena 3:30 PM
11 NWKLS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Colby 3:00 PM
17 ROTATION
Hoxie 8:30 AM
Grainfield 10:30 AM
Gove 11:30 AM
Grinnell 2:00 PM

*Rotation times are subject to change due to weather conditions.
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